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How the Fate of Warring Nations
May Hang on a Silk Skirt.

ILL the silk petticoats of
women be the cause of
France losing the great

uropean war to Germany,
or of Germany losing It to France?

*"The value of the money of a country
fs in inverse ratio to the value of the
silk petticoats of lts women,” sald Carl
Helfterich, German secretary of finance,
in Vienna recently, when he was scolding
the women of the Teutonic natloms for
their extravagances in buying French
silks.

The Queen of Rumania, Carmen Sylva,
shortly before she died issued a similar
warning to the extravagant women of
her country.

“The luxury of the women makes the
men dishonest, the women Immoral, and
enervates the country in time of war,”
was one® of the last public utterances she
btefore her death. She saw her
country tottering on the brink of war,
readv to join the allies or the central
emjpircs, as the exigencles required, and
with her keen foresight she saw that on
whatever side Rumania fought the
women of her country would first have
to practice economy if victory was to be
thought of at all.

And, but a few days ago, Marcelle
Tinayre, noted Frenchwoman writer,
raised her voice and her pen against the
women of her country who are extrava-
gantly spending much needed money on
the frimpa and fussings of costly cos-
tumes from the most fashionable shops.

“The gowns that some of you are
wearing are not even of French style,”
she cried. "They are phantasms, mon-
strosities from the brains of the tallors
and the modistes. They have nothing to
do with France or with French style.

The extravagant costumes we see
nowadays are not made for you French-
women in the first place. You have too
much taste to be interested {in things of
this sort. They are made to sell to the
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women of the Balkan states and the
South American couatries who like
flashy colors and revel in bizarre de-
signs. Be economical, and if you want

your country to win the war, let ex-
travagant fashions alone.”
In this manner right and left the

women of Europe have had their silk
petticoats flaunted before their eyes.

The woman who dares wear a silk pettl-
coat nowadays, elther to say she
bought it before the war started, or that
it Is an heirloom in her family.

The Germans were the first to dis-
covgr the peril of the =ilk petticoat and
the other expensive trappings of fashion.
When the leading economie and fAnan-
cial lights of the German and Aus-
trlan empires met In Vienna to discusa
the war economics of the two countries,
Finance Minister Helfferlich Immediately
went after the silk skirt wearers

He laid down his first fact to the ef-
fect that the value of the money of a
country is In inverse ratio to the value
of the silk petticoats of its women, '
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“The larger and more expensive the

petticoats of the women,” he continued,

“the less the value of the coin of a eoun-

try. The simpler the skirt, the greater
the value of the legal tender of a coun-
try.

“The vanity of you thoughtless
German women may lose the war
for the German nation. The women -
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“THE CIGGER THE PRI TICOAT
THE SMALLER THE
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women of the east the good old Puritan

element of ‘“‘decency’” enters (nto the
fight.

Paris modistes have already decreed
that the smart walking costume for
spring should be fifteen inches fram the
ground and the decolletage of the slecve.
less dance frock reach within two inches

of the walstline In
formers of the

And the re.

American states

back
eastern

&re not golog to permit {t—Iif thev can
help It

The Indignant state legislator -
ginia, spurred on to the defd s [ de-
cene in America by Delegate W am
Myers, brought forth a bill jrohibiting
women to appear in publ n sk t
did not rrach to within three in s of
the greund, or in a bodice that exposed
more tl nches of chest or K

The Orange. N n
der the leader: p ol Mrs. Ed 311 aive
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of wealth of this country who are
bent on importing large quan-
tities of silks and numerous Parislan
gowns into this country by way of
Switzerland, not only are setting bad
examples to women of lesser means, but
are deranging the financial balance of
the nation.

“When we brought the economists of

Germany together to discover what
should be done to make Germany capa-
ble of fighting a long war, the first thing
they discovered was that German women
were spending great sums on French
silks. And the first recommendation
they made was that such extravagance
had to be stopped if the credit of the
nation was to remain firm.

without French silk petticoats, vou Ger-
man women, and help your men win the
war,

American women are going at much
the same problem of silks and extrava-
gant modes in a somewhat different
fashlon. In the campsaign inaugurated
against these extravagances by Mrs,
Thomas A. Edisea and other prominent
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“The rich women Vienna — tle sralnst
and Budapest who T theze =ilks the Paris ecres i the
and the monstrogities nf the Paris tailors Eroun 5 the extrems v
which they eall st gowns think or
th they are dressin & real Pari- EVE f
sian voman dr But they are not

No  Fren ) of refinement € rt
would appear upon the Parisian boule- Is it g Mrs, | n
vards in the 1l in explaining the reasons for her
that « Near palgn Grown v n are going t
lady is a of exquisite taste, who n e | nt s 0 k €

\! as onl ontem|it for ‘dernier eris' in gir NI ress r f
costunies The only Frenchwomen who four hy fro e per h
wear the Parisian  extravagancee tha® € 168 r
our women affect are the professional Th ETeat re n
mods ettes and the women of women (s ti t ¥ - 5
the dem in dres ke ey

In this way did the astute German lake a ( e y
finance minister !ift the veil on the mys-  Wwhether it is b £ to them or not
teries of war financing. When French The ant € that &k st
silk old outside of France, he pointed " 1 Pt
out to the German women, it makes i ,,
value of the Frerpch “frane” so mucl s
the greater When French silks are
brought into Germany, he continued, it X
makes the value of the German “mark” 1 T ERITL
g0 much the less, hecause a countryv's cur- as j -4 AN ¢ Ereater o
rency thrives on exports and not on im- 1he i M f
ports Vi <

In other words, says Helfferich, do ng

s
sees in e
women walk il 4
the city.
“1 think it
D ‘.'i:b‘:'l:— 1 Iso
1l stipt il ap-
pear in public it & not
reach within :--.‘.!‘ i € ground,
or with a walist or that exposes
more than three inches of the chest or
back
But it was ever thus and so. Fashion

from the first day of the world has been
setting up di tes, and relormers have
been trying bowl them over in the
name of decenc)

In 1713 England
were on the revolution over
fashions. The lack of material in femi-
nine costumes brought it about

“What are women coming to.,” de-
manded one bewigged judge, “since they
are letting down the necks of thej
bodices and tucking up their petticoat
whiech orter every day!

“The leg discovers Itsell (n
tion to the neck and already
gix inches is displayed in
gowns It is neither sal+ to look upon
the head nor the feet of a charmer—
where shall we then direct the eye?”
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